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ROAD AHEAD FROM GOGRA: ON INDIA-CHINA 

DISENGAGEMENT PROCESS 
While disengagement happens, a long-lasting solution along the LAC remains a challenge 

 After the talks on July 31, India and China have taken one more step towards restoring peace and 

normalcy on the LAC by disengaging at Gogra. It is, however, only one step, and the road ahead towards returning 

to the status quo of April 2020, before the tensions of last summer upended years of a carefully managed even if 

uneasy peace along the LAC, remains uncertain. It has taken 12 rounds of military-level talks to see both sides 

disengage and put in place buffer zones in the Galwan Valley, the site of the June 2020 clash that marked the worst 

violence since 1967, Pangong Lake, and now Patrolling Point 17 in Gogra. The disengagement process at PP17 took 

place on August 4 and 5, with a return to permanent bases. The next round of talks will discuss PP15 in Hot 

Springs. Demchok, where China has transgressed in relatively smaller numbers than the deployments seen in 

Pangong Lake, also remains unresolved. Beijing has appeared unwilling to discuss the strategically significant 

Depsang plains, where the Chinese side has been blocking Indian patrols. The buffer zone model, where both sides 

temporarily cease patrolling in disputed areas, has appeared to work so far in keeping the peace. It is, however, 

only a temporary measure, and one that India should not accept as permanent as it would prevent India from 

enforcing its territorial claims and favour the PLA, which can deploy faster in larger numbers owing to more 

favourable terrain and better logistics. 

 The next step will be full de-escalation, and a withdrawal of some of the new forward deployments that 

have come up close to the LAC. India has signalled that it is prepared for the long haul; its message: relations 

cannot return to normal without a full restoration of normalcy on the borders. While the strategic motivations of 

China’s border deployments last year are not clear, the tactical objectives are not difficult to ascertain. Since the 

2017 Doklam crisis, China has consistently stepped up building new permanent airbases and air defence units 

closer to the LAC, with at least 13 new positions coming up since then, according to an analysis of satellite images 

from Stratfor. India has been moving to rapidly upgrade its own infrastructure to close the gap. The result is an 

entirely changed security dynamic along the LAC. There is a need to come up urgently with new protocols and 

confidence-building measures, as both sides gradually resume patrolling in the buffer zones. The multiple 

transgressions by China and the violence of last year have set back years of efforts to carefully manage the borders 

and thrown into doubt whether the four agreements regulating the behaviour of both sides still remain valid. 

While the recent moves towards restoring the peace are certainly welcome, finding a more long-lasting solution to 

ensure peace along the LAC will present a taller challenge. 

 

 the road ahead (noun) – the future. 

 disengagement (noun) – withdrawal, departure, 

retreat (of military troops from an area of conflict). 

 long-lasting (adjective) – enduring, lasting, 

permanent, firm/stable. 

 Line of Actual Control (LAC) (noun) – the de-facto 

(effective) border between India and China. The 

LAC is a 4,057-km border running through three 

areas-Western (Ladakh, Ladakh (Kashmir)), middle 

(Uttarakhand, Himachal), and eastern (Sikkim, 

Arunachal). 

 normalcy (noun) – a normal condition; normality, 

regularity. 

 disengage (verb) – withdraw, pull out, leave, move 

out, retreat (of military troops from an area of 

conflict). 

 status quo (noun) – a Latin phrase meaning the 

existing state of affairs, particularly with respect to 

social or political issues; the present situation, the 

current state. 

 tension (noun) – strained relations, strain, unease. 

 upend (verb) – to affect/damage something 

completely/drastically. 

 uncertain (adjective) – unknown, unsure, 

unpredictable. 

 put in place (phrase) – establish, set up, 

create/form. 

 buffer zone (noun) – neutral area. 

 valley (noun) – a low area between hills or 

mountains typically with a river running through it.  

 clash (noun) – confrontation, fight, conflict, 

skirmish, encounter. 

 mark (verb) – indicate, signify, represent. 

 patrolling points (PPs) (noun) – PPs are patrolling 

points identified and marked on the LAC, which are 

patrolled with a stipulated frequency by the 

security forces. 
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 base (noun) – camp, post, headquarters (of the 

armed forces). 

 hot springs (noun) – Hot Springs (Kyam) is the 

location of an Indian border checkpost operated by 

Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) in the Chang 

Chenmo River valley in Ladakh near the disputed 

border with China. It is so named because there is a 

hot spring at this location. (hot spring is generally a 

spring (well head) with water at temperatures 

substantially higher than the air temperature of the 

surrounding region). 

 transgress (verb) – infringe, breach, contravene, 

disobey, break. 

 relatively (adverb) – comparatively, 

proportionately, somewhat, to a certain 

extent/degree. 

 deployment (noun) – the act of employing 

forces/troops into effective action. 

 unwilling (adjective) – reluctant, unenthusiastic, 

enforced, involuntary. 

 strategically (adverb) – in a way that is 

designed/planned to serve a particular purpose. 

 Depsang plains (noun) – The Depsang plains lie 

south of DBO (Daulat Beg Oldie post) in a strategic 

area that the military calls Sub-Sector North (SSN). 

DBO is the country’s northernmost outpost where 

India operates an advanced landing ground to 

support its forward military deployments. The 

Depsang Plains are large plains that are suitable for 

driving armoured carriers, artillery and mechanised 

units, which is unusual at the height of about 

17,000 feet above sea level. The Depsang plains are 

strategically important as it provides a flat surface 

amid the mountainous terrain which can be used by 

either of the two countries to launch a military 

offensive, similar to the Spanggur Gap in the 

Chushul sub-sector. 

 plain (noun) – a large area of flat land. 

 patrol (noun) – vigil, guard, watch, monitoring. 

 cease (verb) – end, halt, stop. 

 patrolling (noun) – watching/guarding an area 

(over a period of time). 

 so far (phrase) – until now, up to the present, up to 

this point. 

 keep the peace (phrase) – to avoid or stop 

arguing/disputing/fighting. 

 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 

 enforce (verb) – force, compel, demand, insist on.  

 territorial (adjective) – relating to a particular 

territory (area/region). 

 favour (verb) – support, back, approve of, 

recommend, advocate/champion. 

 deploy (verb) – (of troops) move into position, 

position, station, post, place.  

 owing to (phrase) – because of, as a result of, on 

account of, due to. 

 logistics (noun) – the process of planning & 

executing a complex operation; organization, 

planning, management, arrangement. 

 de-escalation (noun) – reduction, lessening, 

decrease (the intensity of a potentially violent 

situation). 

 withdrawal (noun) – retreat, departure, ending, 

disengagement. 

 come up (phrasal verb) – arise, present itself, occur, 

happen, emerge, surface. 

 long haul (noun) – difficult task. 

 restoration (noun) – reinstitution, re-

establishment, reinstallation, revival. 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving long-

term or overall goals. 

 objective (noun) – aim, intention, purpose, target, 

goal. 

 ascertain (verb) – find out, discover, come to know, 

determine, discern. 

 consistently (adverb) – always, each time, 

invariably. 

 step up (phrasal verb) – increase, speed up, 

intensify, accelerate. 

 position (noun) – a place were a military post is 

deployed (for strategic reasons). 

 Stratfor (noun) – global intelligence company; As 

the world’s leading geopolitical intelligence 

platform, Stratfor brings global events into valuable 

perspective, empowering businesses, governments 

and individuals to more confidently navigate their 

way through an increasingly complex international 

environment. 

 close the gap (phrase) – to reduce a difference 

between two people/things . 

 dynamic (noun) – basic/fundamental cause or force 

that triggers change within a system. 

 come up with (phrasal verb) – propose, put 

forward, present.  

 protocol (noun) – procedure, convention; habit, 

pattern, method, system. 

 confidence-building measures/mechanisms (noun) 

– confidence-building measures (CBMs) are 

planned procedures to prevent hostilities, to avert 

escalation, to reduce military tension, and to build 

mutual trust between countries. 

 resume (verb) – restart, start again, return to. 

 transgression (noun) – infringement, 

contravention, breach, violation, overstepping. 
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 set back (phrasal verb) – delay, hold up, slow down, 

decelerate; hinder, hamper, obstruct. 

 throw into doubt/question (phrase) – to cause 

something to be doubted/questioned. 

 regulate (verb) – control, oversee, administer 

something (by using rules and regulations). 

 taller comparative adjective of tall (adjective) – 

big, huge, towering. 

************************************************************************************* 

CODE RED: ON IPCC'S WARNING ON CLIMATE POINTS 
IPCC’s warning on climate points to a small window of opportunity that still exists 

 The IPCC has issued arguably its strongest warning yet on impending catastrophe from unmitigated global 

warming caused by human activity, lending scientific credence to the argument that rising wildfires, heatwaves, 

extreme rainfall and floods witnessed in recent times are all strongly influenced by a changing climate. In a stark 

report on the physical science basis of climate change contributed for a broader Assessment Report of the UN, the 

IPCC’s Working Group I has called for deep cuts to carbon dioxide emissions and other greenhouse gases and a 

move to net zero emissions, as the world would otherwise exceed 1.5°C and 2°C of warming during the 21st 

century with permanent consequences. Climate change is described by many as a far greater threat to humanity 

than COVID-19, because of its irreversible impacts. The latest report is bound to strengthen the criticism that 

leaders in many countries have stonewalled and avoided moving away from coal and other fossil fuels, while even 

those who promised to act, failed to influence the multilateral system. The new report attributes catastrophic 

events to sustained global warming, particularly the frequency and intensity of hot extremes, marine heatwaves, 

heavy precipitation, agricultural and ecological droughts, proportion of intense tropical cyclones, reductions in 

Arctic Sea ice, snow cover and permafrost. A phenomenon such as heavy rainfall over land, for instance, could be 

10.5% wetter in a world warmer by 1.5°C, and occur 1.5 times more often, compared to the 1850-1900 period. 

 More than five years after the Paris Agreement was concluded, there is no consensus on raising ambition 

to reduce emissions, making access to low carbon technologies easier, and adequately funding mitigation and 

adaptation. COVID-19 had the unexpected effect of marginally and temporarily depressing emissions. The IPCC’s 

analysis presents scenarios of large-scale collapse of climate systems that future leaders would find virtually 

impossible to manage. Heatwaves and heavy rainfall events experienced with increasing frequency and intensity 

are just two of these, while disruptions to the global water cycle pose a more unpredictable threat. Also, if 

emissions continue to rise, oceans and land, two important sinks and the latter a key part of India’s climate action 

plan , would be greatly weakened in their ability to absorb atmospheric carbon dioxide. The new report sets the 

stage for the CoP26 conference in November. The only one course to adopt there is for developed countries with 

legacy emissions to effect deep cuts, transfer technology without strings to emerging economies and heavily fund 

mitigation and adaptation. Developing nations should then have no hesitation in committing themselves to 

steeper emissions cuts. 

 

 code red (noun) – alarm bell, wake-up call, caution, 

warning. 

 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC) (noun) – The Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change (IPCC) is the United Nations body 

for assessing the science related to climate change. 

 window of opportunity (phrase) – a short period of 

time in which one has a chance to do/achieve 

something; lucky chance, good time, golden 

opportunity, suitable time/moment, opportune 

occasion. 

 arguably (adverb) – possibly, conceivably, maybe, 

potentially. 

 impending (adjective) – imminent, close at hand, 

about to happen, approaching, nearing/coming. 

 unmitigated (adjective) – unabated, undiminished, 

untempered, unmoderated. 

 catastrophe (noun) – disaster, mishap, crisis. 

 lend credence to (phrase) – to make something 

(opinion/idea) seem correct. 

 wildfire (noun) – a large destructive fire which 

breaks out in forest (like area); forest fire, bushfire 

 heatwave (noun) – (a long period of) hot weather, 

hotness, humidity. 

 influence (verb) – affect, have an effect on. 

 stark (adjective) – clear, distinct, evident, obvious, 

striking. 

 call for (phrasal verb) – require, publicly 

ask/necessitate, demand. 

 move (noun) – initiative, measure, step, action. 

 consequence (noun) – outcome, ramification, 

repercussion. 

 far (adverb) – very much, considerably, markedly, 

significantly. 
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 net zero emissions/carbon neutrality (noun) – it 

means annual zero net CO2 emissions; Carbon 

neutrality means every ton of anthropogenic 

(human-caused or influenced) CO2 emitted is 

compensated with an equivalent amount of CO2 

removed (e.g. via carbon sink or carbon 

sequestration). 

 humanity (noun) – human beings, humankind, the 

human race. 

 irreversible (adjective) – unchangeable, invariable, 

irrevocable. 

 bound to (adjective) – certain, sure, very likely, 

guaranteed. 

 stonewall (verb) – obstruct, impede, interfere with, 

hinder, hamper, block, interrupt. 

 move away from (phrasal verb) – change/alter 

one’s ideas/beliefs/views and so. 

 multilateral (adjective) – involving many different 

countries/parties/organizations. 

 attribute (verb) – ascribe, assign, connect/associate 

with. 

 catastrophic (adjective) – destructive, ruinous, 

disastrous. 

 sustained (adjective) – continuous, constant, 

unabating. 

 marine (adjective) – relating to the sea. 

 precipitation (noun) – rain, rainfall. 

 ecological (adjective) – environment-friendly, eco-

friendly, natural. 

 drought (noun) – dry spell, dry period, lack of rain, 

shortage of water. 

 proportion (noun) – ratio, distribution. 

 permafrost (noun) – a permanently frozen layer on 

or under Earth’s surface. It consists of soil, gravel, 

and sand, usually bound together by ice.  

 phenomenon (noun) – situation, fact, occurrence, 

event, happening. 

 for instance (phrase) – as an example. 

 Paris Agreement/Accord/pact (noun) – The Paris 

Agreement builds upon the Convention 

(agreement) and for the first time brings all nations 

into a common cause to undertake ambitious 

efforts to combat climate change and adapt to its 

effects, with enhanced support to assist developing 

countries to do so. 

 consensus (noun) – an idea or opinion that is 

shared by all the people in a group. 

 mitigation (noun) – alleviation, reduction; 

lessening. 

 adaptation (noun) – alteration, modification, 

adjustment, changing, transformation. 

 depress (verb) – slow down, slow up, reduce, 

deflate. 

 scenario (noun) – course of events; situation, 

context. 

 collapse (noun) – breakdown, failure, 

disintegration, lack of success. 

 virtually (adverb) – practically, almost, nearly. 

 global water cycle (noun) – it describes the 

circulation of water; water evaporates from oceans 

and lakes and precipitates on land as rain or snow. 

 pose (verb) – constitute, present, create, cause (a 

problem or danger or risk). 

 carbon sink (noun) – also known as carbon 

sequestration; a natural environment (forest or 

reservoir) which absorbs and stores carbon 

(greenhouse gases) from the atmosphere and 

thereby maintains a balance. (carbon sequestration 

is the process by which the forest removes and 

stores carbon from the atmosphere). 

 atmospheric (adjective) – relating to the 

atmosphere of the earth. 

 set the stage for (phrase) – prepare the 

circumstances for the beginning of something. 

 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties 

(COP26) (noun) – The 26th session of the 

Conference of the Parties (COP26) of the UN 

Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) is expected to take place from 01-12 

November 2021, in Glasgow, UK. The COP26 

summit will bring parties together to accelerate 

action towards the goals of the Paris Agreement 

and the UN Framework Convention on Climate 

Change. 

 course (noun) – plan of action, course of action; 

approach, procedure; way, direction, path. 

 legacy (noun) – something received from a 

predecessor or from the past. 

 legacy emission (noun) – the sum of the lifetime 

emissions of the ancestors (of the community as a 

whole). 

 strings (noun) – conditions, restrictions, provisions, 

requirements. 

 with (no) strings attached (phrase) – without any 

special conditions or restrictions or provisions. 

 hesitation (noun) – unwillingness, disinclination, 

reluctance. 

 steeper comparative adjective of steep (adjective) 

– sudden, sharp, rapid. 
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